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Inkscape

by Andy Pepperdine

Here we consider the latest version of Inkscape, a program for generating scalable diagrams and 
pictures for publications.

Installing (Ubuntu and derivatives)

Whereas Ubuntu has a version of Inkscape in their repositories, the recent reviews of their latest 
version implies that significant good changes have been made since then. So I'll start by installing 
the newer version from the Inkscape private package archive.

First, though install the version from the standard repositories.

If you go to their website [1], then on their Download tab you can get their version 0.91 from the 
stable ppa. To add it to your system, start Synaptic (Package Manager) and Settings → Repositories.
Then add the name

ppa:inkscape.dev/stable

to your list of PPAs. If you do not want the sources, then untick the source part of the PPA.

To make it active, then you must activate the PPA and refresh. Return to Synaptic, and hit the 
Refresh button. Then exit Synaptic and start the Update Manager, hit the refresh button, and you 
should now be able to update Inkscape with the latest stable version.

When I installed, I got version 0.91; however, the Help pages for Inkscape are still at the level of 
0.48.

Important Note

Inkscape, for some of its finer control, uses the Alt key. Several Linux window managers intercept 
this key for their own purposes, and so the Alt key does not work. Gnome and Mate are examples 
where this is the case. The Inkscape documentation recommends changing the use of the Alt key in 
the window manager to avoid the problem, and replace the relevant key short cuts with others. This 
would appear to be worth it only if you are serious about using Inkscape. For the examples I looked 
at, menu entries were available, and most of what is required can be done. Only if you need very 
fine control and are working with designs regularly might it be worthwhile, in my opinion, 
modifying the way your window manager works.
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Getting started

Before you start, it is a very good idea to have a clear idea of what you are trying to achieve and 
where all the parts of the design will be placed. This is essential to defining a suitable grid to which 
the design items will be snapped so as to align them sensibly.

When you first start up Inkscape, it will show an empty document.

Menus

The standard layout of the interface is different in version 0.91 to earlier versions, and you will have
to mentally modify the help accordingly, but the tutorial is otherwise excellent, and accessible from 
the menu item Help → Inkscape Manual.

The various parts of the interface are not as indicated in the Help, but are now scattered to top, 
bottom, left and right. In particular note that the Snap Controls Bar is on the right, and the Tool Box 
is on the left. The Tools Controls remain at the top. But everything can also be found from the Menu
lists if you cannot find the icon you are looking for. The tips when mousing over an icon are also 
very useful.

Example
When you are beginning a new document, the first thing is to define its size with the menu item File
→ Document Properties.

As an example, I will go through the generation of the European flag, and then the main criterion 
for the size is to define a grid in terms of pixels. This will then be easily adjustable when 
incorporating into another document. So under the Page tab of the Properties, I set the units of the 
size to px, the width to 270 and the height to 180 for convenience. The selection of these numbers is
determined by the definition of the design of the EU flag[2].

Next go to the Grids tab of the Properties and define a new grid with horizontal and vertical 
separation of 10 pixels. And then under the Snap tab set what type of snapping you deem 
appropriate for your use.

Finally, you should make it fill the window, so find the icon “Zoom to fit page in Window” to make 
it a sensible size to process.

Adding rectangles

Clicking on the square icon in the Tool Box enables you to define the position of the rectangle, and 
in this case we need to overlay the whole page by starting in the top left and dragging the cursor to 
the bottom right.

To define the fill colour immediately, while the rectangle is selected, click on the Fill/Stroke item in 
the bottom left of the window. This will bring up the relevant dialog, which you can un-dock by 
dragging the top bar where you want it. The fill colour can then be defined as appropriate (RGB of 
0, 51, 153). The outline round the edge of the rectangle is known as the Stroke, and this can be 
removed in the same dialog.

Inkscape.odt edited: 2015-08-28 Page 2 / 3



2015-08-27 Inkscape U3A in Bath

Some basic examples that can be worked through can be found at [3].

Another example

I generated a simple logo for the FOSS group as an example, and to act as a sample to manipulate in
the meeting. The base file can be found in [4], and it was modified during the talk.

Incorporating in other documents

Inkscape uses its own modified version of .svg files, which many other applications cannot cope 
with. Supposedly by exporting with plain .svg it ought to be possible to read, but I've had little 
success. The only apparently reliable method of moving the resulting design into a word processor 
is via Export as PNG file. Both LibreOffice and Microsoft Word can import such files.

References

[1] The Inkscape website contains the download for the latest product: https://inkscape.org/en/

[2] The design of the European flag is fixed and given by the European Union on its site at  
http://publications.europa.eu/code/en/en-5000100.htm

[3] Examples were taken from the manual site at 
http://tavmjong.free.fr/INKSCAPE/MANUAL/html/index.php

[4] The basic logo is at http://www.u3ainbath.org.uk/group_pages/foss/LinkedFiles2015/FOSS-
logo-keep.svg

There are a lot of resources available on the web if you do a search for the action you want to 
perform. Some of these are from individual and independent blogs, and the ones I've seen are good. 
Others can be found via the Inkscape website itself.
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